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1. The biggest asteroid known is  

a) Vesta  b) Icarus   c) Ceres   d) Eros 

 

2. Galileo spacecraft is associated with which planet? 

a) Jupiter   b) Mars   c) Mercury  d) Saturn  

 

3. An imaginary line connecting two points on the Earth’s orbit representing the dates of aphelion and perihelion is 

called _________. 

a) Apside lines  b) Equinox line   c) Solstice lines  d) Orbital plane  

 

4. Which of the following statements is true for both Saturn and Jupiter?  

a) Both rotate faster than the Earth. 

b) Both rotate slower than the Earth. 

c) Only one rotates rapidly while the other rotates very slowly.  

d) Their periods of rotation are linked to their period of revolution. 

 

5. Name the outer boundary of the Sun’s magnetic field.  

a) Magnetosphere b) Heliopause  c) Flares   d) Plages 

 

6. The Sun rotates about its own axis approximately: 

a) Once every 60 minutes   b) once every 24 hours   

c) once every 365 days     d) varies with solar latitude 

 

7. The reason we call a astronomical body a black hole is that : 

a) It is a huge star which appears black at its centre . 

b) Its gravity is so high that it absorbs its own photons. 

c) It represents lack of matter in a portion of space 

d) It is a dead planet. 

 

8. The instrument that astronomers use to produce an artificial eclipse of the Sun is called _____ 

a) Coronagraph b) Photosphere disk c) Coronal disk  d) Eclipse graph 
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9. Which two of the following are Galileo’s important contributions to astronomy? 

a) Built instruments to measure the locations of heavenly bodies. 

b) Discovered laws of planetary motion. 

c) Discovered that Sun has sunspots.  

d) None of these 

 

10. Valles marineris on Mars shows the evidence of what on its surface ? 

a) Water  b) Volcano   c) Highlands  d) Desert 

 

11. Which of the following galaxies has least amount of gas and dust? 

a) Spiral  b) Barred Spiral  c) Elliptical   d) Irregular 

 

12. Which is the smallest constellation ? 

a) Crux  b) Sagitta  c) Microscopium  d) None of these  

 

13. Most astronomers believe that massive black holes are found in ___________. 

a) Orbits around planets    b) Centres of galaxies 

c) Arms of spiral galaxies    d) Centres of globular star clusters 

 

14. Few radio waves from space cannot reach Earth’s surface. It is because of ________ 

a) Solar flares   b) Lack of energy  c) The ionosphere  d) Earth’s gravity 

 

15. A spherical collection of millions of distant comets surrounding the Solar System is known as ___________. 

a) Solar System disc b) Van Allen belt c) Kuiper belt  d) Oort cloud 

 

 

Answer key 
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